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WAR  FOOD  ADMII7I STRAT  ION 
OFFICE  OF  DISTRIBUTION 
Washington  25,  D.  C. 

June  23,  1944 

FRUIT  AND  VEGETABLE  BRANCH 
ADMINISTRATIVE  LETTER  "NO.  7 

ADMINISTRATIVE  SERVICES  SECTION 

SCHEDULES  OF  COLLECTIONS  .  .stf^X 

Effective  July  1,  1944,  a    new  series  of  numbers  should  be  used  on  Schedules 
of  Collections  for  collections  covering  services  rendered  after  that  date;  for 
example,  "DA-A-1",    The  only  change  in  numbering,  as  you  will  note,  is  in  the 
numeral.    The  "A"  is  used  to  identify  the  Branch  and  not  thfc^perlod  of  time  and 
does  not  change. 

Separate  Schedules  of  Collections  must  be  prepared  to  cover  services  rendered 
during  the  Fiscal  Year  1944  and  those  covering  services  rendered  during  the  Fiscal 
Year  1945. 

It  is  necessary  to  indicate  the  fiscal  year  to  which  the  collection  applies 
at  the  top  of  each  Schedule  of  Collections, 

W.  C.  Hasbrouck 
Administrative  Officer 

MARKET  NEWS  DIVISION 

PRIORITY  3  ON  LONG  DISTANCE  CALLS 

A  number  of  newsmen,  especially  on  temporary  field  assignments,  have  reported 
increasing  difficulty  in  placing  long  distance  telephone  calls.    For  calls  made  in 
connection  with  obtaining  market  information  from  producers  or  shippers,  or  in 
relaying  of  information  by  the  offices,  Priority  3  may  be  requested  and  used.  In 
case  of  difficulty  in  placing  long  distance  calls  in  the  regular  manner,  it  is  only 
necessary  to  request  the  operator  to  use  Priority  3,  advising  that  the  call  is 
being  placed  by  the  War  Food  Administration,  Office  of  Distribution. 

*  *  *  *  *  *  * 

SHOWING  GRADE  H^RK  IN  CODED  WIRES 

Recently  there  has  been  an  increasing  tendency  on  the  part  of  some  offices  to 
make  little  or  no  reference  to  grades  in  market  wires.    This  is  no  doubt  due,  in 
most  instances,  to  the  unusual  conditions  which  prevail  at  this  time  in  the  grading 
and  packing  of  many  fruits  and  vegetables.    On  such  commodities  as  potatoes,  onions 
peaches,  and  apples,  where  trading  is  normally  on  a  grade  basis,  be  sure  to  indicat 
in  the  wires  the  grades  for  each  variety  quoted.     If  no  grade  is  shown  and  it  is 
impossible  to  determine  the  grade,  they  should  be  shown  as-  "No  grade  mark"  rather 
than  as  ungraded  -since  the  latter  would  indicate  that  no  grading  whatsoever  had 
been  accomplished.    On  fruit  showing  no  grade  mark,  quality  qualifying  terms  should 
be  used  wherever  'possible.    In  order  to  take  care  of  the  term  "No  grade  mark"  on  th> 
JI-JO-JU  page,  add  0Z-  No  grade  mark. 
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Revised  Price  Code  Page 

A  revised  price  page  was  furnished  all  offices  recently.    The  only  change  made 
is  the  omission  of  code  symbols  to  cover  prices  above  $6.00.     Since  numerals  may 
be  now  sent  at  the  rate  of  five  numerals  as  one  word,  there  is  no  economy  in  using 
symbols  for  prices  above  $6a00  and  there  is  probably  less  chance  of  error  or  con- 
fusion in  writing  such  prices  as  numerals. 


This  season  thJe  Brawl ey  cantaloup  f.o.b.  has  at  various  times  carried  the  terms 
Kippers",  ^Eastern  Choice" and  "western  Choice".    Mr.  J.  A.  Hunter  advises 
these  various  grades  are  largely  a  matter  of  maturity.    Toppers  and  Eastern  Choice 
aro  more  or  less  the  same,  meaning  hard  ripes,  with  color  on  Eastern  Choice  being 
higher  than  on  Toppers.    Hard  ripes  are  being  considered  as  3/4  to  full  slips  with- 
out color,    Western  Choice  represents  matured,  sound  melons  which  must  be  handled 
rapidly  on  arrival  at  destination  and  too  high  in  sugar  to  stand  delayed  rail 
handling  to  the  East.    An  additional  classification  known  as  "Los  Angeles -Choice" 
is  largely  a  truck  grade  representing  a  pick  out  of  culls,  including  sound  fruit 
in  undesirable  sizes.    Mr.  Eunter  further  advises  that  variations  in  grade  this 
year  are  more  pronounced  than  normal, principally  because  of  the  manner  of  maturing 
of  the  various  varieties  under  the  unusual  weather  conditions  r  esponsible  for  an 
unusually  late  season  this  year.    The  new  #5  seed  tends  to  develop  color  and  sugar, 
but  is  inclined  to  crack  in  the  hard  ripe  stage  but  the  trade  is  confident  of  carry- 
ing quality  since  these  went  east  last  year  without  difficulty.    These  are  largely 
the  basis  of  Eastern  Choice.    The  D-2s  and  450s  are  developing  some  of  their  color 
from  mildewed  vines  and  this  stock  is  largely  being  held  as  Western  Choice.  How- 
ever, melons  from  strong  vines  of  D-2s  and  450s  are  going  east  as  normal  hard  ripes 
and  Toppers. 


C.  D.  Schoolcraft,  Chief. 


*  *  *  *  *  * 


TEMPORARY  FIELD  STATIOI  MARKET  KSWS  SERVICE 


L0CATI0H 


Brawley,  Calif. 
Planters  Hotel  31dg. 

Cordele,  C-a. 

Jacksonville,  Tex. 
2nd  Floor  P.O.  Bldg. 

Lakeland,  Ela. 
Box  191 

Macon,  Gku 
701  Grand  Bldg. 

Onley,  Virginia 
Masonic  Building 

Washington,  N.  C. 
208  P.  0.  Building 


IS  CEdRGC 


COMMODITIES  COVERED       OPMIITG  DaTE 


J.  A.  Eunter 


Carrots  &  Cants. 


R.  M.  Peterson  Watermelons 
L.  IT.  C-illespie  Tomatoes 


H.F.  Will son 
R.E.  Keller 
S.W.  Rassell 
R.M.  Pox 


Citrus 
Peaches 
Potatoes 
Potatoes 


May  8 

June  19 
June  5 

Oct.  18,  1943 
May  29 
May  15 
June  5 
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LOCATION  HT  CHARGE  COMMODITIES  COVERED  OPENING-  HATE 

Following  Offices  will  probably  open  on  dates  indicated 

Allendale,  S.  C.  D.  R.  Hall  Watermelons  July  5 

Hamlet,  N.  C.  J.  H.  Selby        Peaches  &  Watermelons  July  7 

Phoenix,  Ariz.  J.  A.  Hunter       Cantaloups  July  3 


Following  Offices  closed  on  dates  indicated 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss,    R.  G.  Risser       Cabbage  &  nisc.  vegs.  June  24 

Charleston,  S.  C.  D.  R.  Hall  Potatoes  June  16 

Leesburg,  Fla.  R.M.  Peterson     Watermelons  June  16 


FRESH  MARKETING-  DIVISION 

CONTAINER  SITUATION 

A  "Fact  Sheet  on  Need  for  Maximum  Use  of  Secondhand-Containers",  was  recently 
released  by  Marketing  Reports  Division.  It  points  out  that  the  over-all  fruit  and 
vegetable  production  for  1944  still  promises  greatly  to  exceed  that  of  1943,  while 
the  rate  of  container  production  tends  to  diminish,  and  that  since  last  year  there 
were  barely  enough  packages — new  and  used — for  the  relatively  short  crops,  a  serious 
shortage  of  containers  in  1944  is  almost  a  foregone  conclusion. 

Specific  suggestions  are  made  for  adapting  unusual  tynes  of  containers,  -  as 
is  also  a  schedule  of  goals  of  minimum  re-use  whereby  the -.container  supply  may  be" 
stretched  to  cover  1944  package  requirements. 

Emphasis -is  again  placed  on  the  necessity  of  obtaining  used  containers  now, 
and  placing  orders  for  future  delivery  in  order  that  dealers  and  accumulators  will 
be  enabled,  physically  and  financially,  to  keep  the  salvage  operations  moving. 

VEGETABLE  MARKETING-  SITUATION 

The  anticipated  serious  surplus  situation  for  Oklahoma  and  Arkansas  snap  beans 
is  not,  developing  as  expected.    Heavy  rains  caused  damage  to  quality  of  many  V-ans 
and  this  has  reduced  volume.     Canners  are  operating  at  full  capacity  and  fresh 
market  prices  have  held  up  well.    However,  harvestings  are  expected  to  continue 
very  heavy  during  the  remainder  of  June  and  the  early  part  of  July,  and  some  surplus 
purchases  may  become  necessary.     Small  quantities  of  surplus  onions  are  being  pur- 
chased in  Texas  at  $1.-$1.25  per  50  lb.  sack,  depending  on  grade.    The  unusually 
large  California  onion  crop  is  expected  to  -encounter  marketing  difficulties. 

•   »V   The  Bdible  Tree  Nut  Industry  Advisory  Committee  will  meet  in  Washington  on 
June  30  .and  July  1  to  discuss  problems  relating  to  the  walnut,  pecan,  almond,  and 
"ilbert  industry,  including  price  ceiling  regulations. 
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FOOD  OFJD3HS 

Y/T0--55    It  is  expected  that  the  amended  order,  providing  restrictions  relative 
to  the  shipment  of  plums  grown  in  California,  will  "be  made  effective 
prior  to  July  1,  1944. 

!vF0*-65    This  order  will  be  terminated  prior  to  July  1,  1944.    A  new  order, 
applicable  only  to  Sartlett  pears  grown  in  California,  is  being 
developed  to  insure  canners  the  raw  material  necessary  for  them  to 
meet  .their  requirements. 

WF0-88    This  order  was  terminated  June  13,  1944. 

NOTES: 

John  •v'.  Gannaway  has  just  returned  from  potato  meetings  held  by  the  Long 
Island  Area  Potato  Committee  and  The  New  Jersey  State  Potato  Committee  at  which 
Price  Support  Operations  were  discussed. 

0.  G-.  Strauss  is  making  airrtp  through  several  Southeastern  states  in  connection 
with  outlet  facilities  to  accomplish  price  support  for  sweet  potatoes  in  the  event 
surplus  prediction  occurs. 

Carl  G-.  booster,  Chief. 

PROCESS  3D  mMfflWGr  DIVISION 

R..S.P.  CHERRIES  IN  COLD  STORAGE  OH  7REEZING-  FACILITIES 

An  order  is  in  process  of  preparation  that  will  permit  a  limited  quantity  of 
U.S. P.  cherries  to  be  placed  in  cold  storage  or  freezing  facilities  in  the  State  of 
New  York.    This  order  will  apply  only  to  this  one  state  and  will  authorize  "persons" 
to  place  a  tonnage  of  cherries  in  cold  storage  equivalent  to  100  per  cent  of  the 
tonnage  the  same  "person"  used  in  1943. 

Unless  this  is  done,  it  is  indicated  that  a  number  of  canners  will  cold  pack 
their  entire  tonnage  and,  consequently,  Government  requirements  will  be  short.  The 
crop  in  New  York  State  is  below  expectation,  while  in  the  principal  other  producing 
states  it  is  not  believed  an  order  of  this  nature  is  necessary  as  the  crop  appears 
to  be  an  unusually  large  one  and  there  should  be  sufficient  tonnage  for  all  of  this. 

John  E.  Dodds,  Chief. 

» 

FRESH  PRODUCTS  STANDARDISATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

ERROR  IN  RECEIVING-  KARO?  INSPECTION  HANDBOOK  FOR  ONION  SETS 

Attention  is  called  to  an  error  in  the  first  sentence  of  Example  (3)  on  page 
5  which  reads  "Red  sets  generally  ranging  from  l/4  to  l-l/8  inches,  approximately 
25$  5/16  to  3/4  inches  in  diameter."     Since  U.  S.  No.  1  grade  requires  50$  of  the 
sets  to  be  3/4  inch  and  smaller  down  to  5/l6  inch,  the  above  lot  could  not  be  U.S. 
No.  1.    Therefore,  in  the  handbook  substitute  the  percentage  figure,  "55$,"  for  the 
percentage  figure,   "25$"  in  the  above  example. 
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SIZE  NOT  FACTOR  OF  GRAD3  III  U.  S.  STAHDABDS  FOR  PFACKFS       .  / 

The  following  instructions  apply  principally  to  shipping  point  inspection  work 
and  are  not  intended  to  alter  instructions  given  in  the  receiving  market  handbook. 
Destination  inspectors  should  continue  to  report  the  results  of  their  inspections  in 
accordance  with"  examples  shown  on  page  11. 

In  the  U.  S.  Standards  for  Peaches,  "Size"  is  just  as  separate  from  "Grade"  as 
•is  "Standard  Pack,"    In  this  respect  the  standards  are  similar  to  apples. 

There  is  no  minimum  size  specified  in  the  peach  grades  nor  reference  to  size  or 
marking  requirements.    A  lot  of  peaches  may  grade  U.  S.  No.  l.yet  contain  an  excess 
of  peaches  below  the  size  marked  on  the  package.    Such  a  lot  of  peaches  would  be  re- 
ported as  meeting  U.  S.  ITo.  1' grade,  but  failing  to  meet  the  size  marked. 

This  principle  is-  an  important  factor  in  reporting  percentage  cars.    As  size  is 
not  a  grade. requirement ,  peaches  which  are  under  the  size  marked  on  the  package  shoul 
not  be  included  with  defects  and  deducted  from  the  percentage  of       S.  No.  1  quality. 
The  examples  given  below  illustrate  the  policy  which  should  be  followed  in  certifying 
percentage  cars: 

1.  Packages  marked  "U.  S.  Ho.  1-2  inches  min. "    Inspection  shows  15$  defects 
and  5$  tinder  2  inches.'    Grade  statement  -  "Fails  grade  U.  S.  Ho.  1  as  marked  but  con- 
tains 85$  U.  S.  Ho.  1  quality."  : 

2.  Packages  marked  "2  inches  min."    Inspection  shows  15$  defects  and  5$  under 
2  inches.    Grade:     n85$  U.  S.  Ho.  1  quality."" 

3.  Packages  ^.marked  "2  inches  min."  Inspection  shows  15$  defects  and  12$  under 
2  inches.    Grade:     "85$  U.  S.  No.  1  --quality.    Fails  to  meet  size  as  marked." 

4.  .  Packages  unmarked.    Inspection  shows  15$  defects  and  5$  under  2  inches. 
Grade:     n85$  U.  S.  Ho.  1  Quality^" 

Note  that  in  no  case  was  size  deducted  from  the  percentage  of  U.  S.  No.  1 
quality. 

Referring  to  the  shipping  point  peach  handbooks,  p'age  20 ,  paragraph  109,  delete 
the  second  sentence  which  reads:     "In  all  lots  of  baskets  the  minimum  size  should 
be  shown  in  the  grade  statements."  • 

1T0T3S:  . ' 

Clarence  R.  _Icenogle  has  been  detailed  from  the  New  York  City  office  to  Buffalo 
to  replace  Roland  \i9  Day  who  has  returned  to  the  Boston  bff ice. 

Luther  J.  Pollock  has  been  appointed  as  a  Marketing  Specialist  for  duty  at 
the  New  York  City  or  Pittsburgh  office.     Walter       Davis,  John  C.  Kinkley  and.K.  Jack 
Jones,  who  have  been  inspecting  peanuts, :  have  been  detailed  to  New  York  City  to  help 
with  the  heavy  fresh  fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  work  there. 

Theodore  P.  Frederickson  reported  to  San  Francisco  June  16  and  will  make  InS 
spections  of  Navy  supplies,  working  under  the  supervision  of  R.  C.  Lindstrom. 

Ching  Gamble  has  been  placed  on  furlough  from  the  New  York  office. 
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TEMPORARY  SHIPPING! 'POINT  OFFICES 

GEORGIA  (Peaches)  K.  M.  Riley  502  Grand  Building,  Macon,  Ga. 

Mail:    P.  0.  Box  1157.  Tel.  7733 

GEORGIA  (Watermelons)  Federal-State  Inspection  Service 

Moultrie,  Georgia 

MISSISSIPPI  (Tomatoes  and  Peppers)  Federal-State  Inspection  Service 

Crystal  Springs,  Miss.  Mail: 

P.O.  Box  232 

TENNESSEE  (Tomatoes)  Federal-State  Inspection  Service 

Humboldt,  Tennessee  ■ 

VIRGINIA(Potato-es)    Until  June  26  Federal-State  Inspection  Service 

Times  Bldg. ,  Cape  Charles,  Va. 

'After  June  26  Federal-State  Inspection  Service 

Onley,  Virginia 

E.  E.  Conklin,  Chief, 
PROCESSED  PRODUCTS  STANDARDIZATION  AND  INSPECTION  DIVISION 

NOTES: 

With  the  cessation  of  the  Facilities  Service  Section  of  the  Market  Programs  - 
Division,  certain  of  the  duties  performed  "by  that  Section  will  "be  assumed  by  this 
Division.     So  far  as  plants  operating  under  Lend-lease  contracts  are  concerned,  a 
memorandum  will  "be  issued  within  a  few  days  as  to  the  scope  of  our  activities  in 
this  field,'  a  copy  of  which  will  he  furnished  each  inspection  office  for  guidance. 

Indoctrination  courses  are  being  held  this  month  at  State  College,  Pennsylvania 
and  Boulder,  Colorado.    The  class  at  State  College  is  being  conducted  by  Mrs.  Elinore 
T.  Linderer  of  the  Washington  office;  and  Mr,  C.  H.  Beasley  of  San  Francisco,  and 
Mr.  R.  C.  Meehan  of  Denver  will  conduct  the  Boulder  class. 

Mr.  Fred  Dunn  has  arrived  at  his  new  station  -  Seattle,  Washington  -  from  his 
former  assignment  in  Weslaco,  Texas. 

Miss  Frances  Hemphill  will  assist  Dr.  Ben  N.  Stuckey  with  his  duties  at  the 
Chicago  Quartermaster  Depot,  as  she  has  completed  her  assignment  in  Florida. 

Mr.  J.  M.  Pritchard  and  Mr.  Charles  J.  Bartos  will  proceed  from  Santa  Ana, 
California  shortly  to  the  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  office  to  assist  in  the  rush  period 
there. 

Mr.  Max  Mergentime,  who  is  now  in  Cuba,  will  handle  the  sugar  inspection  work 
at  Havana  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Jose  A.  Ramos  in  July  and  August. 


Mr.  Bryant  F.  Braiden  is  handling  the  inspection  of  pineapple  packed  in  S02 
Eagle  Pass,  Texas. 


Administrative  Letter  ITo.  7-  6/23/44 

Page  7 


Mr,  James  S3  Doughty,  who  has  "been  assisting  during  the  rush  of  the  pea  pack 
on  the  Eastern  Shore  in  Maryland,  has  returned  to  the  Washington  office. 

^       .  Miss  Harriet  Little  has  "been  transferred  from  the  Fresno,  California  office  to 

continuous  inspection  at  3 er cut-Richards  Packing  Company,  Sacremento,  California, 
,i  v/here  Mr.  L.  J.  Rasaka  is  nov;  in  charge, 

V 

Word  was  received  today  indicating  that  inspector  Percy  Hall,  who'recently  "broke 
his  leg  will  probably  "be  unable  to  resume  his  duties  until  September. 

Mr/  Francis  R.  Saunders  has  b>een  ordered  to  take  at  least  3  months  rest  "by  his 
physician  and  is  nov;  on  sick  leave. 

Mr.  E0  Ho  McKinnon  "became  ill  recently  during  an  assignment  in  Florida  and  has 
nov;  returned  to  his  home '  in  Arkansas  to  recuperate. 

We  hope  for  the  complete  recovery  of  those  on  our  force  who  are  nov;  incapacitated 

Mr.  Es  Jo  Kraska  has  replaced  Mr,  John  G.  Ayers  at  the  P.  J.  Hitter  plant  in 
Eridgeton,  IT.  J.  lir.,  Ayers  has  assumed  "the  position  of  officer  in  charge  of  the 
Macon,  Georgia  office. 

Mr.  Ben  A.  Fowler,  formerly  in  charge  of  the  Macon,  Georgia  office  has  assumed 
his  duties  as  officer  in  charge  of  the  Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  office,  replacing 
Mr.  George  M*  Kelley,  who  is  now  in  charge  of  the  Minneapolis  office. ■ 

Miss  Frances  H.  Connell  is  assisting  in  the  Washington  office,  having  completed 
her  winter  assignment  in  Florida. 

w^t      S^f      S^i      ))c  i^S 

This  office  is  in  receipt  of  a  very  comprehensive  "bound  volume  of  information 
entitled  "Fruit  and  Vegetable  Dehydration,"  the  author  of  which  is  Mr.  Gordon 
Pearey,  an  inspector  in  the  Boise,  Idaho  office.    The  volume  consists  of  137  type- 
written pages  and  represents  a  very  worthwhile  contribution  to  the  literature  of 
this  field. 

This  is  a  good  example  of  the  very  commendable  interest  that  so  many  of  our 
inspectors  take  in  their  work,    Mr„  Pearcy  accumulated  this  information  in  connection 
with  his  official  work  and  it  doubtless  represents  ma,ny  hours  outside  his  official 
time.    Moreover,  he  was  not  requested  to  ^develop  such  material  "but  did  so,  recog- 
nizing a  reed  for  jt..    We  wish  to  take  this  opportunity  to  compliment  Mr.  Pearcy 
for  his  sp7Lendid  contribution  and  also  for  so  assiduously  applying  himself  to  his 
job  and  mainta-Liiing  such  a  personal  interest  in  his  work.    We  wish  him  every  success 
as  he  will  enter  military  service  soon. 

:i  .  Mr.  Wm,  G.  Hougland  has  succeeded  Mr.  Stuart  A,  Allen  as  officer  in  charge 
of  the  Dallas,  Texas  office.    Mr.  Allen  is  entering  military  service. 


****** 
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AMENDMENTS  TO  STANDARDS 

Our  attention  has  "been  drawn  to  a  statement  made  by  the  Corn  Canners1  Z Institute 
in  one  of  its  publications  that  at  a  recent  conference  of  corn  canners,  the  Corn 
Canners1  Service  Bureau  and  the  Office  of  Distribution  agreed  to  amend  the  stand- 
ards for  whole-grain  corn  and  cream-style  corn.    This  statement  is  somewhat  mis- 
leading and  in  order  that  all  inspectors  may  he  posted  as  to  the  manner  in  which 
standards  are  amended,  I  wish  to  point  out  that  the  agreement  with  the  Corn  Canners1 
Institute  was  to  the  effect  that  we  were  willing  to  have  the  Institute  circularize 
its  members  and  any  other  canners  it  Baw  fit,  in  order  to  receive  their  views  on 
proposed  changes. 

After  the  proposed  changes  of  this  representative  group  of  corn  canners  are 
received,  we  will  then  determine  whether  or  not  amendments  are  justified  or  de-^ \  1  a 
sirable.     If  we  conclude  that  the  standard  should  he  amended,  a  tentative  draft 
will  "be  prepared  and  sent  not  only  to  corn  canners,  hut  to  packers,  brokers,  re- 
tailers, wholesalers,   chain  stores  and  consumers,  in  order  that  all  groups  interested 
in  merchandising  the  commodity  may  have  a  voice  in  the  matter.    The  Department 
attempts  to  secure  the  opinions  of  all  parties  interested  in  the  grading  of  a  given 
commodity  before  amendments  are  promulgated.    All  inspectors  should  understand  that 
the  corn  standards  have  not  been  amended  and  that  the  old  standards  are  still  in 
effect. 


Paul  M.  Williams,  Chief. 


